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entangled in Tripoli to fall upon Italy and extinguish for ever her
designs on the Italian provinces of Austria-Hungary and her ambition
to dominate the Adriatic coast. Aehrenthal and the aged Emperor
cried " Nein, nein " ; they were at that moment engaged in delicate
negotiations for the renewal of the Triple Alliance, and it was embarras-
sing that their chief military adviser should be talking in this strain
about one of its members. Conrad thereupon resigned his post and
went into temporary retirement, proclaiming at the top of his voice
that his superiors had again balked him of his " favourable moment"
Russia was only less embarrassed. For some months she had been
toying with the idea of bringing Turkey into a Balkan Alliance and
guaranteeing her against further encroachments on condition that she
opened the Straits and otherwise conformed to Russian policy. A
project of this kind was actually launched unofficially in Constanti-
nople by Tchariof, the Russian Ambassador, but the Turks were now
in the worst possible mood for these blandishments, and they rejected
them so peremptorily that the Ambassador had to be recalled (March,
1912).
Being thus rebuffed, Russia fell back on the obvious alternative of
rallying the Balkan clans against the Turk under her leadership, Here
the way was open and plain. Whoever else might waver, the militant
spirits in the Balkans were clear that their moment would come when
Turkey had exhausted her credit and weakened her military power
on a vain resistance to the Italians. As the Tripoli campaign went
forward, the Balkan States worked feverishly to prepare a fighting
alliance to fall on the Turks as soon as the Italians had done with them.
Venizelos, the Greek leader and Prime Minister, was indefatigable, and
Hartwig, the Russian Minister in Belgrade, used all his influence to
abate the mutual jealousies of Bulgaria and Serbia which till now
had been the chief obstacle to a Balkan combination. In this he
was powerfully aided by GueshofF, the Russophil Bulgarian, who
had become Prime Minister in Sofia, and their joint efforts resulted
before the end of March, 1912, in two secret treaties ; one between
Serbk and Bulgaria, and the other between Bulgaria and Greece.
Greece in substance adhered to the first of these treaties, to which
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